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The same movement is much discussed in Germany, and the Prus- 
sian law for guardianship and education, instead of compulsory dis- 
cipline, is a subject of interest all over the empire. 

Dr. E. Miinsterberg, of Berlin, recommends especially the following 
books upon the Eirsorge-Erziehungsgesetz of 1900, passed by the 
Prussian diet: C. v. Masson, Das preussische Fi&rsorge-Erziehungsgesefz 
vom 2. Juli 1900, Und die Mi/wirkung der birgerlichen Gesellsehaft bei 
seiner Ausfidhrung (Berlin: Nicolaische Verlagsbuchh., I9OI; pp. 72); 

0. Noelle, Das Gesefz iiber die E_irsorge-Erziehung Minderjdhriger 
(Berlin: Franz Vohlen, I9OI); L. Schmitz, Die Fi2rsorgeerziehung Minn- 
derjdhriger, Preuss. Gesetz vom 2. JUli 19oo, etc. (Dusseldorf: L. 
Schramm, 190I). 

It is no longer necessary to convict a child of crime before he can 
be brought under corrective and helpful guardianship. When family 
influence is inadequate to prevent moral ruin, the authorities can inter- 
fere before the habits of evil are deeply fixed, and the minor may be 
transferred from the depraving environment to a suitable family or 
institution. 

An admirable feature of this new law is that it requires the 
co-operation of parents, teachers, pastors, poor-authorities, and benevo- 
lent societies, and has a tendency to enlist voluntary friendly service 
in the interest of the imperiled youth. The parents are not relieved 
of their responsibility, but must help meet the costs of treatment, as 
far as their means permit. 

The essential principles of the Prussian law are as true for America 
as for Germany. 

C. R. H. 

La responsabilite ptnale. Par ADOLPHE LANDRY. Paris: Felix 
Alcan, I902. Pp. i96. 

THE first part of this work is devoted to the rather thankless task of 
kicking the carcass of the dead lion of the " classical school" of 
criminalists, the advocates of an exact penal equivalent for each 
species of crime. The author will not tolerate half-way doctrines and 
will accept nothing but unadulterated "utilitarianism." He reasons 
his way in truly French deductive style, with acute and logical pre- 
cision, to his principle that, from the point of view of " penal respon- 
sibility," offenders must be classified, and all members of each class 
subjected by law and courts to one treatment. 

Mr. Z. R. Brockway or Mr. C. T. Lewis, whose discussions of the 



4I6 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

" indeterminate sentence " seem never to have attracted our author's 
notice, would probably find this fine-spun theory of categories of con- 
victs as impossible to apply in practice as the " classical " theory of 
expiatory sentences and equivalents decreed upon the basis of abso- 
lute distributive justice. 

The result of the author's learned and clairvoyant discussion is 
summed up in this idea: In order to resolve the problem of penal 
responsibility, it is necessary to divide men into a certain number of 
kinds; each of these kinds will receive a definite treatment. In 
applying penalties a utilitarian estimate will be made of the balance 
of advantages and evils. Intimidation will be sought, so far as the 
individual can be affected by the penalty, and deterrent influence will 
be sought by considering the effect of the penalty on the group. 

C. R. H. 

The Government of Maine: Its History and Administration. By 
WILLIAM MACDONALD, LL.D., Professor of History in Brown 
University; sometime Professor of History and Political 
Science in Bowdoin College. New York: The Macmillan 
Co. Pp. ix+263. 

ALTHOUGH this volume has primarily none but local interest, the 
conception of the book, and of the series to which it belongs, marks a 
salutary change in ideas of what is worth studying. Until yesterday 
instructors in Maine colleges did not call the attention of students 
to the institutions of their own state. Probably they were no more 
delinquent than college officers in other states. College graduates 
have known more about the British constitution than about the struc- 
ture of their own local government. Or, rather, they have had com- 
mand of more formulas about the former than about the latter, but 
from long-distance survey of all governmental machinery, they have 
had very hazy notions beneath their formulas. The present book will 
enable students in Maine to become acquainted with their own legal 
and political machinery, and by means of this real knowledge they 
will be in the way of acquiring more and better knowledge of larger 
systems. A glance at the appendix of this book, containing the con- 
stitution of Maine, and other documents which should constitute the 
primer of political education for every resident of the state, causes one 
who had his schooling in Maine to protest in spirit against his instruct- 
ors' sins of omission. The college instructor of today is not ashamed 
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